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Job: Orchid Island Growers (chest size)

Highlights: extracting Blocks via Stitch List, using Distort Move function

Difficulty: Moderate Time: 15’ Level: Edit I (ART-E25) v8.11

Case synopsis
We did the design above for the Orchid Island Growers order by combining a stock design with
custom text, which we had done by a digitizer.
The customer liked the job on his polo shirts, and came back for a new order. He would now like
to have just the text portion embroidered on some aprons. He also requested the text to be on
two lines, about 3¾” wide (90 mm wide), and centered across the top of the aprons.

BEFORE AFTER

same text, font (but new layout)
ORCHID ISLAND
GROWERS, INC.

3¾” wide
(centered across top of apron)

Challenge
Edit I (ART-E25) is mainly a Lettering and Stitch Editing package. If we wanted to extract and edit
existing blocks to create the new design requested by the customer, it seems we would need
some of the advanced Block Editing features found in Edit II (ART-E30). Of course, we could always
send the design back to whoever digitized our custom lettering to edit the original logo, but we are
now looking at time plus additional money.

Solution
By becoming familiar with some of the tools from the Edit I package, we can be sewing the new
design within 15 minutes. With more practice, we should be able to complete similar tasks in the
future in just about 10 minutes!

SIERRA SAYS… Even though the advanced editing tools from Edit II would make the job easier,
the same results can be achieved with Edit I… even if it takes a few extra clicks!
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Before starting: Split into Sections by Color
This setting will allow us to gain more control over the individual colors of stock designs, which
we’ll need at a later time to select and edit groups of stitches. To enable this setting:

Setup >> Options & Preferences >> Stitches >> we’ll
put a check mark on Split into Sections by Color box

Step 1: Load the design

We use the Import option from the software Start
Page to locate the design and load it on screen.

Step 2: Open the Stitch List

The Stitch List is always useful when trying
to find and edit stitches, so we’ll enable it

now from the Views icon on the top toolbar.

After the above two steps, our work area will contain our design, along
with the Stitch List on the right hand side of the screen, ready to use.
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If we closely look at the H and V coordinates on the
Stitch List, we will notice that the last few stitches of the
previous group show small numbers, representing the

proximity between what are probably lock stitches before
the color change. As the next group starts, we can also
see small numbers after the first stitch of the new group,

also representing the proximity of what probably are
more lock stitches following a trim or color change.
It's only the first stitch of the new group that actually
shows the largest number among them, because it

represents the movement of the pantograph, which is
longest in that sequence of stitches when the sewing
head moves from one area of the design to another.

Why is this even important? Because the next time a
group of stitches is not as easily visible, particularly if
there's no color change or trim separating them from
other stitches, we can still tell where our group starts
following the clues (coordinates) on the Stitch List!

Step 3: Enter Stitch Edit mode

This is the mode that will allow us to perform all of our stitch editing commands.
We activate this mode by clicking on the first icon of the second toolbar.

Step 4: Selecting a group of stitches

Because we need to extract the text portion of our logo to create the new design, we first need to
select the stitches we will need for that new logo. To do this, we simply scroll through the Stitch
List until we find the first stitch of our group, which in this case will be at the beginning of the blue
group of stitches. Once we locate the stitch, we just click on it to select it.

Likewise, we scroll through the Stitch List to locate the last stitch of our group, which in our case
happens to be the last stitch of the design as well. This time, once we locate that last stitch of our
group, we click on it while holding down the SHIFT key, so we select the entire group in between.

CLICK to select first stitch of group
SHIFT + CLICK to select last stitch of group

When extracting stitches from a stock design,
keep in mind that the last stitch of the design

reflects the jump back to the center of the
hoop at the end of the design - the original
design, that is. We don't want to take that

jump to the center with us to the new design,
as it will only create a “ghost” stitch that

doesn't belong in the new stitch file. This is
why we purposely excluded the jump when

selecting the end of our stitch group.
We do want however the trim command

following the last stitch, which doesn't create
a pantograph movement because it's not a

stitch but rather a machine command (hence
the Stitch list shows no coordinates for it).

Our group of stitches is part of the 8th object, hence
the title of that group on the Stitch List as "< 8 >".
The Split into Sections by Color feature explained

earlier is what makes each color of a stock design a
separate object, so our 8th color is also our 8th object.


